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Upernavik the Thetis and Bear should proceed onward with the

convoy to Cape York and Littleton Island. Should the ice appear too formid-
able for the collier to encounter so early in June, she should remain at Uper-
navik until the arrival of the Alert, which vessel would then be charged with

the convoy.

The importance of convoy beyond Upernavik can hardly be overesti-
mated in view of the circumstance that the Government may be obliged to

al responsibility for the coal, vessel and cargo.

The Alert should be dispatched not later than May 10th from New York
to St. John's, to fill up with coal, and then proceed onward to Disco and Uper-
navik, where she should arrive not later than June 1st.

Her movements should be so timed that she might reach Littleton Island,
or Foulke Fiord, about the 1st of July, in order to have sufficient time to land
and build the house, land provisions, coal and other supplies, to establish the
station upon which the advance ship's companies could retreat in the event
of disaster, and afterwards to send a sled party onward to examine the coast
on the eastern side of Smith's Sound as far as Humboldt Glacier.

This duty completed by September 1st, and the Thetis and Bear not hav-
ing returned to Littleton Island, or Foulke Fiord, the Alert should return to St.
John's with news of the expedition.

I have the honor to be,

Very respectfully,

W. S. SCHLEY, Commander,
Commanding Greely Relief Expedition.

The Bear was commissioned on March 17th, the Thetis on
April 2d, and thfe Alert, being in very good condition, was con-
tinned in commission after her arrival. The plan of sailing pro-
posed was rigorously carried out, and the arrivals at the several
designated places were as nearly coincident as the ice and weather
conditions permitted. At all events, the ships were in no wise
delayed by the failure of any one of them to reach designated
points at the times planned and named.

On the day appointed each of the three ships left the Navy-
Yard for its destination. The occasion was made one of great
demonstration by the hundreds of craft passed on the way to
sea, as well as by the hundreds of thousands of people lining
the river fronts on the New York and Brooklyn sides. The din
of whistles, mingled with the loud huzzahs of the people, wishing
us a final adieu and good luck, only showed how deep the interest
was that followed us outward. It was a demonstration of en-
approval of the work the expedition was going to do
and a sure indication that if, in our turn, relief should be re-on.........-----Lieut. Comdr. Douglass Cassell, U. S. N.
